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Student Success

Everyday My Teachers Show Respect and Set High 
Expectations Because They Believe in Our Ability
Posted May 30, 2017 in Better Conversation
Malique McCoy is a senior at Como Park 
High School and is an aspiring journalist. 

When you first step foot onto the commons area of my 
school on these early mornings, you’ll see a large group 
of students—some half asleep, some energetically 
high-fiving each other and exchanging hellos. You’ll also 
find a group of about five or six kids surrounding Ms. 
Kristy Pierce, asking her for help with educational and 
personal issues.

The kids vary day-to-day, but what remains constant is 
Ms. Pierce and her attitude towards helping kids with 
their problems.

Luckily at my school, Ms. Pierce is not alone. Togeth-
er, she and Mr. Donell Gibson, also known as Mr. D to 
students and staff, have provided a foundation for many 
students to achieve academic success and mental 
steadiness. This duo has done this by creating a space 

Congratulations to our 2017 Graduating Class 
of Como Park Senior High School.   On behalf of our entire Como Park school community, 
we extend best wishes to each of you as you embark upon new endeavors.  Thank you 
for the treasured memories that you will leave behind as part of the Como Park legacy.  
You are an extraordinary group of young people who will take extraordinary steps that 
will produce extraordinary results.  Go out into the world and make a difference! Also, 
thank you to all who have contributed to a wonderful and successful school year; our 
wonderful students, staff, families and community supporters. Your time and investment 
has made Como a more stronger and vibrant school community.  I wish everyone a 
relaxing and enjoyable summer and I’m excited for what the 2017-18 school year will bring us!



there were important visitors instead of joking around 
like I had been doing. He held me accountable, telling 
me it was critical for me and other students to speak up 
and say something when things weren’t right and to also 
lead by example.

it’s an honor to know these educators believe in me and 
my leadership ability.In the moment, it can be frustrating 
to be held to such high standards, but when I step back 
and think about, it’s an honor to know these educators 
believe in me and my leadership ability.

Ultimately, the collective impact of Ms. Pierce and Mr. 
D has been widespread. Almost every time I walk past 
their office there is a student who is leaving happier and 
with more confidence, even if they are having a tough 
time. Their impact also goes beyond students. Their hu-
mor, calm positivity and rapport with students has been 
contagious among staff and has helped other educators 
try new approaches to building relationships with us.

For Teacher Appreciation Month, I want to shine a lot on 
the amazing work Ms. Pierce and Mr. D do each day to 
create safe spaces while at the same time, challenging 
me and my classmates to do our best. They aren’t the 
only staff that have a positive impact on the school, but 
they are a major factor in our overall school culture and 
pride at Como Park. They are simply THE BEST!

The Cougar Journal celebrated the 
publication of their first literary magazine 
last Wednesday. They received many great 
submissions this year and would like to 
extend their gratitude to the talented contrib-
utors and the Como Booster Club for their 
generous donation of $600. The party took 
place in the library where everyone received 
a free copy of the journal and a piece of 
cake.  Each editor introduced themselves, 
and some of the contributors shared their 
creativity with an enthusiastic audience of 
both students and staff. It was a successful 
first journal, and the Cougar Journal staff are 
excited for next year’s issue.  

Phillip Snoxell, Kajsa Andersson, and 
Avani,Holcomb, Editors

where students know we have educators we can trust 
to help us navigate problems. An important part of what 
makes these two individuals so successful at commu-
nicating with my age group is that they talk to us as 
young adults and not simply children. They both have 
a calm tone and get their points across without being 
offensive or impolite.

It’s obvious to me and my peers that Ms. Pierce and Mr. 
D have a passion for mentoring and guiding students 
to go far in life.It’s obvious to me and my peers that 
Ms. Pierce and Mr. D have a passion for mentoring and 
guiding students to go far in life. They give 100 percent 
and maybe even more to help kids be successful. I see 
this on a daily basis. For example, they have start-
ed opening up the school on Saturdays and inviting 
students in for homework help along with basketball 
skill-development activities. They provide us with addi-
tional outlets to tap into our best selves.

While being positive, calm and supportive educators, 
they also hold high expectations for us and command 
respect. For example, Ms. Pierce was the academic 
advisor to the basketball team and it was no easy feat 
to have her in this role. She pushed us to our limits and 
out of our comfort zones, but she was always there to 
help us and guide us through each quarter.

Another time, Mr. D talked to me about how important 
it was for me to be an ambassador for our school when 



Rosemary Hofer (Math) 

Theresa Johnson (Office) 

Sandy Kestner 
(Parent Outreach Coordinator) 

Bob Prifrel (Industrial Arts)

Siana Schirm (Educational Assistant)

On behalf of Como Park Senior High School, we would like to 
thank you for your peerless dedication to our students and the 
Como family over the years. The years you have worked at 
Como have been marked by unsurpassed efficiency 
and excellence. You have been an inspiration to us all. 
Congratulations on your retirement.
Nancy Carpenter (Math) 

Grace Cialek (English) 

Carole Ebersole (SPED) 

Bonny Ellison (Social Worker) 

Major John Foley (JROTC) 

Congratulations!

Get Involved Student Community, 
Resources and Opportunities.

The Langford Teen Running Club will be 
meeting at Langford Recreation Center each Wednesday 
from 6:30 to 8:00 throughout the summer.  We will run, 
do relay races, and potentially have an end of the year 
mile and half mile race for prizes.  Snacks and gatorade 
will be provided to runners at the end of each practice.  
The running club is a great way to get in shape and have 
a great time doing it!  Open to runners of all abilities. If 
you are interested in being a part of the Teen Running 
Club, please call Langford Recreation Center at 651-298-
5765.  The first practice begins, Wednesday, June 7 and 
every Wednesday following throughout the summer.

Summer hours 
Counseling Office is open every Wednesday 8-12, except no hours on July 5th.

School Office hours for the summer are 8:00 am to 1:00 pm, Monday-Friday. 
Administrators are available until June 23rd and will return on August 7th.



Host an AFS high school exchange student! 
  
AFS is looking for host families for 6-12 weeks for students 
who are coming this fall. Host families provide a bed, food, 
& loving support. Students come with their own health 
insurance and spending money. Families of all types; 
married, single, young children, no children, can host. 
Will you be that person, that family who makes a world of 
difference in the life of a young person?  

Please contact Lisa Boynton: lboynton@afsusa.org 651-356-1848 
to learn more or http://www.afsusa.org/host-family/

Como Park Senior High won first place in the 
State of Minnesota 2017 Earth Month Recycling Challenge for 
recycling 1176 pounds of Textiles in the month of April!  All the 
clothes are either reused or recycled thereby helping to clothe 
people in the US and around the world who can’t afford to buy 
new clothes. Our great job of recycling in April has the follow-
ing environmental impact: 1. Water: 2,822,400 gallons saved, 
2.  Emissions:  17,640 pounds prevented, 3. Landfill Space: 
7 cubic yards avoided and 4. three trees were planted!!  Way 
to go Como Community!  Keep recycling your clean clothes, 
blankets, curtains, and shoes by placing them in the green bin 
by the front parking lot.

Congratulations! 
to Principal Theresa Neal for being recognized by the City of 

St. Paul proclaiming May 17, 2017 to be Theresa Neal Day in the City of 

St. Paul.  Principal Neal was honored as an unsung hero in the field of 

education for her role in changing the lives of young people and for her 

many years of service to the St. Paul community.



The 10th grade Academy of Finance students from Como Park High School presented their final projects on how to sell 
an American candy to a foreign country to the Superintendent Thein and cabinet on May 24th. A group of SPPS finance 
professionals led by Marie Schrul, CFO, have been mentoring the students on this project since February.

AOF Information Applications class students were treated to a fun and informative activities day at 
Thompson Reuters  corporate office. Thompson Reuters mentors visited Como Park Senior High 
school once a week for 5 weeks and worked with AOF students teaching them about digital marketing. 



On Wednesday May 31st, AOF celebrated and 
honored outstanding student performance in 
academics, professionalism and business. Students 
gathered in the Como auditorium  to receive awards 
from St. Paul College, Travelers’ EDGE scholars, 
Business, AOF leader and Most Professional among 
other awards. 



Motivational Thoughts 
By: Mr. Donnell Gibson

Hello Educational Family 
There’s a fish in a tank of aggressive fish.  The main goal for the fish is to survive the 
environment in which he lives in.  There’s also a fish tank across the room, he knows 
what those fish in the that tank views of his kind.  Soon he begins to understand that 
the only way to survive is to become aggressive and befriend other aggressive fish.  
This fish finally has to be transfer to another tank.  What is brought to the new tank, 
the a fish who survived it’s environment or the aggression that the fish had to create 
in order to survive?  I would love to hear your respond.  So I leave this question open 
hoping you’ll respond.  Thank you   
 
“Sometimes you look at the clouds and see an image.  Another person’s comment 
can make you see it differently. Keep in mind that it’s still a cloud and not a puff of 
judgement” -Mr.D
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A great big thanks of appreciation to all the staff 
and students that helped and contributed to the 

creation of the newsletter.

Contact us!
website: www.comosr.spps.org 

Como Park Senior High School Newsletter designed by Cadex Herrera, AOF. 
Please note:  The newsletter is produced by CPSH staff members who believes that parents and students can make the 
CPSHS community better when they know what is going on each week. News is collected via responses to an all-staff 

email as well as from active parents who regularly share news about non-staff affiliated groups. If you have something new 
you’d like to see in the newsletter, send an email to leocadio.herrera@spps.org subject: Newsletter. 

Superintendent 
Dr. John Thein 

Assistant Superintendent 
High Schools 
Dr. Theresa Battle

Board of Directors
Jon Schumacher, Chair
Zuki Ellis, Vice Chair
Chue Vue, Director
Steve Marchese, Treasurer
John Brodrick, Director
Mary Vanderwert, Director
Jeanelle Foster, Director


